





































Someone told me many years ago that the difference between anxiety 
and excitement is almost entirely about 
mindset and that psychologically, the two 
are near identical. For better or for worse, 
I have lived my life easily excited and eager 
for the next challenge. So rather than be 
daunted by the opportunity to lead the 
Other Press as Editor in Chief I was excited. 
Maybe anxiety would be more prudent; 
maybe a healthy sense of respect for the 
responsibility that ‘in Chief’ implies would 
be appropriate, but for me all I could feel 
was anticipation.
But the purpose of this Lettitor is not 
to show off my brash confidence and eager 
self aggrandization, rather, its to outline 
my goals and vision as the Editor in Chief. 
We as Vancouverites have the privilege 
of living in a city both beautiful and 
overflowing with talent. Nearly everyone 
knows someone who is in a band, has a 
podcast, is involved with the film industry, 
does theater, writes, or is some other form 
of creative. Many of us know someone or 
multiple people who check more than one 
of those boxes. The local band that you 
know, your friends podcast, the next school 
production, if we can get the interview, we 
can get it into the paper. My goal with the 
Other Press will be to tie this publication to 
the legions of up-and-coming creatives in 
this city.
In fact, as COVID restrictions ease 
and Douglas college begins to ramp up 
the talent within the school, I intend to 
make sure that the Other Press is at the 
forefront of promoting all school events 
and the individuals that make this school 
such an exciting place. Though the Other 
Press is independent from the college, 
there is no reason for us not to be the first 
to promote Douglas musicians and actors. 
We should be amongst if not the first place 
to interview and promote college activities. 
As Douglas is a hotbed for talent, the Other 
Press will be sure to fan the flames.
However, we need not be confined to 
one city. If the lockdown world has taught 
as but one thing, its that the flexibility 
of distance work should be cherished. 
That means that events across BC should 
feature prominently in our paper. This also 
means the events that challenge Canadians 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific should 
be reflected in our paper. As the internet 
makes cross country and cross global 
connections easier, the Other Press should 
be enmeshed in as many connections as 
possible. It is the least we can do given our 
multicultural city.
So, what path lies ahead of the 
Other Press? Well, as this issues feature 
showcasing the Wings over Water 
production indicates, the path before us 
holds more interviews highlighting local 
talent and events. As last weeks feature with 
Jagmeet Singh showed, this path includes 
a deeper focus on politics both locally and 
Canada wide. After all, our world is political, 
and a newspaper is meant to lead the war 
on ignorance, so why not make sure that 
everyone stays informed?
The path ahead of the Other Press 
will include everything that the talents of 
Vancouver can bring it and I’m excited to 
help it thrive.
Charting a New Path
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Canada is about halfway through the 2021 Federal Election, which means that all the parties have 
officially anointed their candidates to eventually be voted 
on by the public.
In the riding of Burnaby - New Westminster, where 
the Douglas College New Westminster campus resides, the 
riding is currently held by NDP MP Peter Julian. Julian has 
held this riding since its inception, and the riding in the 
area that preceded it, New Westminster - Burnaby, since 
2004. While this does not put Julian anywhere close to the 
record for longest serving MP, it does make him one of the 
longest serving MP’s currently sitting in Parliament, with 
six election wins under his belt. 
Looking to unseat the long serving MP is Liberal 
candidate Rozina Jaffer, a social justice lawyer and social 
worker. She told the New Westminster Record and Burnaby 
Now “Canadians want leadership that will keep working to 
build a Canada that is healthier and safer, cleaner and more 
competitive, and more inclusive for everyone. I’m looking 
forward to working hard to earn the support of families 
throughout New Westminster-Burnaby, one conversation at 
a time.” She hopes this conversational strategy will help her 
swing this steady NDP riding to her side.
The Conservatives are also looking to make waves 
in this typically left leaning riding with their candidate 
Paige Munro. Munro may look young, but she has already 
accomplished a number of impressive feats. She was the 
youngest person ever shortlisted for the Mars One space 
project and is the youngest Canadian female to ever climb 
the Matterhorn. She also holds a BA from McGill University 
and MSc from the University of Edinburgh. She completed 
a master’s degree in Canadian security and foreign policy 
during the Afghanistan and Iraq Wars; knowledge that will 
no doubt serve her well considering the recent withdrawal of 
troops from Afghanistan. 
The Green Party, has submitted David MacDonald, 
(sharing the name of long-time politician and Green Party 
supporter David MacDonald) a founding member of Green 
Party movements in the Burnaby – New Westminster area, 
to run for them. MacDonald is running on one sole issue: 
the environment and climate crisis. He wants Canada to 
end its fossil fuel usage and focus on establishing renewable 
sources of energy.
Kevin Heide rounds out the list of candidates. He will 
be running for the People’s Party of Canada. 
The Coquitlam – Port Coquitlam riding, where Douglas 
College’s David Lam Campus is located has been much 
closer. Sitting Liberal MP Ron McKinnon is running for a 
third term, though his previous election wins have not been 
dominant. His 2015 win was decided by less than 2000 votes, 
while his 2019 win was settled by less than 400 votes. He 
has been a long-time member of the Standing Committee 
of Health and was named chair of the committee in January 
2020. McKinnon has also been a staunch advocate for people 
suffering in the opioid crisis and hopes to continue that 
work as MP.
Challenging McKinnon for his seat is Conservative 
candidate Katerina Anastasiadis.  Anastasiadis is a 
former Tri-City resident and currently holds the position 
of executive director of the Abbotsford Chamber of 
Commerce. She has also worked in the Vancouver 
Chamber of Commerce and has volunteered for various 
groups including the Covenant House Vancouver and 
Vancouver Internal Maritime Centre.
The NDP challenger is Laura Dupont, a Port Coquitlam 
City Councillor. Dupont’s ascension to the NDP candidacy 
was not without its challenges, as she is currently censured 
by the Port Coquitlam municipal government for allegedly 
leaking confidential documents of a major development 
project. She challenged the censorship in the BC Supreme 
Court but lost and is currently trying to move the case to the 
Supreme Court of Canada. This has brought considerable 
ire onto Dupont, with the mayor of Port Coquitlam calling 
Dupont “immature and childish”. This has not deterred 
Dupont, who received the highest number of votes of any 
Port Coquitlam councillor with over 6500 votes in the 2018 
municipal election. Dupont hopes that her supporters will 
stand with her again in this federal run. Dupont is fighting 
for issues like the importance of trees, water governance, 
climate action, and food security.
Kimberly Brundell rounds out the list of candidates. 
She will be running for the People’s Party of Canada. 
The 2021 Federal Election will take place on 
September 20. Voting options include early mail in voting 
options available until September 14, and advanced polling 
stations set up from September 10 to 13. Voters can also 
vote at any Elections Canada office.
Who will win in the 
Douglas College ridings?
 › One of Canada’s longest running MP’s represents 
Douglas College New West, while the Coquitlam 















After what seemed to be a promising rebound summer, 3 Vancouver 
restaurants will be closing their doors. 
Long-time Kitsilano eatery the 
Sunshine Diner has recently been put up 
for sale; this is the second time the diner 
has been put on the market as it was 
previously listed in 2018 for just shy of $1.3 
million. Sporting 1950’s décor, neon lights 
and life-sized statues showcasing the stars 
of the bygone era, this retro diner has 
served as Kitsilano’s premier blast from 
the past for over 30 years. Though the 
pandemic has dampened the restaurant 
industry, the listing indicates that the 
eatery was thriving. Budding restaurateurs 
who can afford the million-dollar price 
tag are given the option of continuing the 
operation as is or rebranding in the 2100 
square foot establishment. 
Unfortunately for foodies, the Sunshine 
Diner is not the only Vancouver eatery to be 
closing its doors. Pacifico Pizzeria & Ristorante 
revealed to the DailyHive that they had “no 
other choice” but to close there Davie Street 
location given the effects of 
the pandemic. In the same 
DailyHive interview, the 
brand cited a shortage of 
staff as a contributing factor 
in the closure. However, 
the restaurant space will not stay empty for 
too long as signs advertising Kesari Kitchen 
have already appeared in the recently vacated 
windows. Pacifico will maintain its other 
location on Smithe street, thusly continuing 
its contributions to the Vancouver food 
industry. 
In a similar fashion, Soirette Macaroons 
& Cakes will be closing its doors as well. The 
brand announced in an August 20 Facebook 
post that after a decade of service they will 
be closing their doors on September 16. 
Luckily for fans of the shop, the same post 
hinted that this would not be the end of 
the brand, encouraging them to continue 
following their social media accounts for 
new developments. 
Three recent restaurant 
closures in Vancouver
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• Canucks are looking ahead after 
disappointing 2021 season
• How the terrorist attacks on New York and 




Every NHL team was very busy during the usual free agent frenzy at the start of July. 
One of the most prominent teams was the 
Vancouver Canucks.
The team parted ways with forward and 
Abbotsford native, Jake Virtanen—who is 
still involved with a police investigation into 
an alleged sexual misconduct in 2017. He was 
put on leave by the Canucks in May pending 
the investigation—until Virtanen was later 
bought out by the team in July 2021.     
In addition, Sportsnet reported 
the Canucks said goodbye to veteran 
defenceman, Alex Edler, who signed a one-
year contract with the Los Angeles Kings. 
Edler was the last member of the 2011 team 
that marched to the finals, ultimately losing 
to the Boston Bruins in seven games. He 
played 15 seasons for the Canucks. 
In 925 games played, Edler scored 99 
goals, with 310 assists for 409 points—and 665 
penalty minutes. He has fond memories of 
his time in a Canucks uniform. “I don’t really 
know anything else,” Edler told Sportsnet in 
an interview from Stockholm in August 2021. 
“There’s not enough things I can say [about] 
just how thankful I am for everything, not only 
the actual organization, but the whole city and 
how good I’ve felt there with my family. It’s a 
great city, they have great fans. There’s so many 
good memories from there. Being there for so 
long [...] it’s always going to be a home for me 
and my family. Maybe we’ll settle down there 
after my career, I don’t know. But Vancouver 
has been great to us.” 
The Canucks also added depth to their 
defensive lineup. In July, Sportsnet reported a 
rare blockbuster trade ahead of the NHL entry 
draft. The Canucks sent the Arizona Coyotes 
their number 9 selection in this year’s draft, 
in return they received right-winger, Conor 
Garland and defenceman, Oliver Ekman-
Larsson. The trade also involved Vancouver 
forwards Loui Eriksson, Jay Beagle and Antoine 
Roussel, the Canucks’ 2022 second-round pick 
and its 2023 seventh-round pick. 
In August, The Province reported the 
Canucks signed forward Jason Dickinson 
(free agent) to a three-year contract worth 
$2.65 million US per season. The signing 
leaves the team with roughly $13 million US 
to sign their two young stars: Elias Pettersson 
and Quinn Hughes. 
The same month, Canucks’ captain, Bo 
Horvat, spoke with Thomas Drance of The 
Athletic. Horvat said missing the playoffs is 
a pattern that he would like to see end. “I’ve 
been on the team, this will be my eighth year 
coming up, which is crazy,” he said. “And I 
want to be in the playoffs. I don’t want to go 
through the motions in the regular season and 
be done in April. I want to be playing in the 
playoffs, it’s the best time to play, it’s when I 
find I take my game to the next level. And I 
think we have the team here to get there. We 
just have to prove it now. Enough is enough, we 
can talk all we want, at the end of the day we 
have to go out there and prove it on the ice.”
In other NHL news, former Hall of Fame 
goaltender, Tony Esposito, passed away August 
10 at age 78 following a brief battle with 
pancreatic cancer. He played 15 seasons in the 
NHL for the Chicago Blackhawks including his 
notable debut in the 1969-70 season. That year, 
Esposito’s goaltending helped Chicago clinch 
first place, posting a 2.17 goals-against-average 
with 15 shutouts—a modern record that stands 
today. In addition, he won the Calder Trophy 
(rookie of the year) and the Vezina Trophy 
(league’s top goaltender). Esposito won the 
Vezina Trophy again in 1972 and 1974.         
Similarly, Rod Gilbert passed away Auust 
19 at age 80 (cause undisclosed). The Hall of 
Famer played his entire 18-year NHL career with 
the New York Rangers. He is the team’s all-time 
leading scorer; with 406 goals and 1,021 points. 
Known for his impact as a player and being a 
fan favourite with Rangers’ fans, Gilbert was 
also recognized for his many off-ice endeavours. 
He won the Bill Masterton Trophy in 1976 and 
in 1991 won the Lester Patrick Trophy. In 2007, 
he was named Man of the Year by the NHL 
Alumni Association. Three years later, Gilbert 
received the Ellis Island Medal of Honor for his 
humanitarian efforts. 
Canucks are looking ahead after 
disappointing 2021 season
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Brandon Yip
Senior Columnist
September 11, 2021, marks the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
on the World Trade Center in New York 
and the Pentagon in Washington. The 
attacks were coordinated by al-Qaeda, an 
Islamist extremist group. In the aftermath, 
approximately, 2,977 people died—
including 24 Canadians. 
Some professional sports leagues 
like Major League Baseball (MLB) 
canceled games, while the NHL and NBA 
seasons had not yet begun. Across the 
border, the CFL season was into week 11 
when the attacks occurred. The league 
had scheduled four weekend games for 
September 14 but postponed those games 
following criticism from fans and media.          
Then CFL commissioner, Michael 
Lysko, conceded that numerous CFLers 
consulted simply changed their minds. 
Yet Lysko declined to admit the league 
had made a mistake. “This entire process 
has been very difficult for the entire CFL 
family, ownership, management, players 
and this office alike,” Lysko said in a 
statement reported by CBC News. “Our 
decision (Thursday) to proceed with this 
weekend’s slate of games, even though 
carefully considered, has been the subject 
of ongoing discussion among many of us. 
In light of all of the circumstances involved, 
several of the players, a number of general 
managers and coaches and even members 
of the CFL board of governors have simply 
had a change of heart.”
On October 30, 2001, then US 
president, George Bush, participated 
in a pre-game ceremonial pitch before 
the start of Game 3 of the World Series 
between the New York Yankees and 
Arizona Diamondbacks at Yankee 
Stadium. It was the first baseball game 
to be played since the 9/11 attacks. Under 
very difficult circumstances and with 
a country in mourning, Bush slowly 
walked to the mound wearing a New York 
Fire Department pullover (concealing 
a bulletproof vest) and threw a strike 
down the middle; the crowd erupted in 
thunderous applause. The moment was 
galvanizing as Bush gave the impression 
of a heroic and a strong leader uniting and 
healing the country through the sport of 
baseball. The Bush pitch also symbolized 
a turning point for Americans to move 
forward in the face of hardship. 
The NHL was also affected by 9-11. 
The league mourned the deaths of Los 
Angeles Kings Director of Pro Scouting, 
Garnet “Ace” Bailey and scout, Mark Bavis. 
Both men were aboard United Flight 175, 
the second plane to hit the World Trade 
Center. The tragedy also affected former 
New York Rangers defenceman, Brian 
Leetch who lost a close friend named John 
Murray. “I was just watching that National 
Geographic show on 9/11 by myself. It just 
happened to be on," Leetch told NHL.com 
in September 2011, the 10th anniversary of 
9/11. “You know how it affected yourself, 
but everybody has a story. It’s just gut-
wrenching to watch and it’s emotional. It’s 
10 years now, but it’s going to be there for 
everybody that was directly affected. Life 
moves on and we move on, but you don’t 
forget, and you don’t lose those feelings.”    
NHL Commissioner, Gary Bettman, 
also spoke about the events of 9/11. In 
February 2019, Bettman was part of a 
panel at the 9/11 Memorial & Museum in 
Lower Manhattan. He stated that he was in 
Nebraska the day of the attacks. Bettman 
said the NHL had to eventually carry on 
with their hockey season; but wanted to 
do it respectfully and tactfully. “One of the 
important things about sports is to give 
fans a sense of normalcy, that life can go 
on," he said. “At some point, particularly 
in the face of terrorism, you have to 
move forward and not let, as they say, the 
terrorists win. We have to resume life, and I 




 › How the terrorist attacks on 
New York and Washington 

















One of the important things 
about sports is to give 
fans a sense of normalcy, 
that life can go on.
– Gary Bettman
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• August 31, 1957: Canadas’ last date with 
the King





August 31 marked 64 years since the King of Rock ‘n’ Roll, Elvis Presley, 
wiggled and jiggled his hips for 22 minutes 
at Empire Stadium in Vancouver.
 It was the last time Elvis 
Presley appeared in Canada. He would 
later tour numerous times in the 1970s, 
with Seattle being the closest city for 
Vancouver fans to see him. When the King 
arrived in Vancouver, he was already a 
phenomenon; Presley had eight No. 1 hits; 
and had filmed his third motion picture, 
Jailhouse Rock (released in November 
1957). Elvis’ television appearances on The 
Dorsey Brothers Stage Show made him a 
household name, and a national sensation. 
Later appearances on The Milton Berle 
Show, The Steve Allen Show and The Ed 
Sullivan Show—would cement the King’s 
reputation as rock ‘n’ roll’s biggest star.    
Prior to his Vancouver concert, 
Elvis performed in Spokane on August 
30—at Memorial Stadium. Spokane Daily 
Chronicle reporter, Jim Spoerhase, wrote in 
his review that he could not hear Presley 
sing: “Those who went out to hear the 
popular rock ‘n’ roller didn’t stand a chance; 
you simply couldn’t hear, the screaming 
was so loud.” Spoerhase also described the 
behaviour and actions of some teenage 
girls that went beyond comprehension: “To 
say the teenagers loved Presley would be 
putting it far too mildly. They even loved 
the dirt he kneeled on—evidenced by the 
fact about 50 young girls swarmed onto 
the dirt track of the stadium to scratch up 
handfuls of dirt where Elvis had kneeled 
during his final number.”
Today, Elvis’ movements would be 
considered very tame, however, in 1957, 
Elvis’ sex appeal and stage performances 
made him controversial. His hip shaking 
was considered indecent and immoral to 
the uptight, conservative older generation 
who labeled the King as a bad influence on 
young people. Notably, Elvis’ hips were so 
threatening to the American public that 
he was filmed from the waist up during his 
last appearance on The Ed Sullivan Show on 
January 6, 1957. 
Elvis vehemently denied being vulgar 
and suggestive when he was performing 
for audiences. During his appearance in 
Ottawa on April 3, 1957, Elvis was asked 
by CBC reporter, Mac Lipson, whether he 
was being obscene in his stage act; Elvis 
appeared to be irritated with the question 
as he responded defiantly, “You have to put 
on a show for people. You can’t stand there 
like a statue!” 
Before Elvis began his show at Empire 
Stadium, he held a press conference inside 
the dressing room. The King was asked 
his impressions of the Pacific Northwest 
to which he replied: “Oh, it’s terrific. It’s 
really, really beautiful country up here.” 
The King later showed his wonderful 
sense of humour. When asked what 
his opinion was about his audience, he 
quipped: “I mean, it would look pretty 
funny out there without one!”    
Legendary Vancouver DJ, Red 
Robinson, was the emcee of the Elvis 
concert in Vancouver and met the King at 
the Hotel Georgia (now called Rosewood 
Hotel Georgia). Robinson later spent time 
with Elvis backstage at Empire Stadium. 
When Robinson later introduced Elvis, it 
was an unforgettable and surreal moment. 
“With my heart pounding with excitement 
I left Elvis and walked toward the stage 
at the north end of Empire Stadium,” 
Robinson wrote in a Facebook post on 
August 30. “I can’t describe the feeling of 
looking out at a sea of 25,000 faces. I had 
to gather up every ounce of courage. My 
introduction was brief: I walked out to 
thundering applause and said, ‘On behalf 
of the Teen Canteen, Canada’s largest teen 
show, I’m proud tonight to present to you, 
ELVIS PRESLEY!’ The crowd went berserk.”
The King sang for only 22 minutes as 
he cut his show due to the crowd moving 
closer to the stage. Some of the songs Elvis 
sang (perhaps hastily) included “Heartbreak 
Hotel,” “I Got a Woman,” “I Was the One,” 
“That’s When Your Heartaches Begin,” 
and “Hound Dog.” The King later got into 
a Cadillac and was driven to the Hotel 
Georgia, staying overnight—and leaving 
early in the morning.   
In August 2007, The Province 
commemorated the 50th anniversary of the 
Elvis concert in Vancouver. The newspaper 
published a plethora of letters from readers 
who had attended the show. Marion Guild 
wrote, “It was pandemonium. All around 
me were other kids and cops. Suddenly, I 
saw my shoe underneath the foot of a cop. 
I tried to get his attention, to no avail. The 
next thing I knew, I was biting the cop’s 
arm. He moved, I got my shoe and ended 
up right in front of the stage, where I was 
mesmerized by the beautiful sight of Elvis.” 
Nikki Howard had similar recollections: 
“I met up with my friend Diane at Empire 
Stadium after she talked her folks into 
delivering her and her sister Pat there. [It 
was] the most exciting day of our teenage 
girl lives. Most of all I remember taking 
a swipe at Elvis and actually touching his 
foot. We were so high on adrenaline that we 
walked all the way home to Kitsilano.”    
Elvis’ next stops on his tour were in 
Tacoma, Seattle, and Portland. Cassandra 
Tate was 12 years old when she attended 
the Elvis concert at Sick’s Stadium in 
Seattle. Tate went to the big show with 
her friend, Frances Bragg. Tate later 
became a prominent journalist, author, 
and historian. She passed away from 
cancer in June 2021 at age 76. In April 2001, 
she wrote an article for HistoryLink.org 
vividly capturing that exciting evening: 
“He wore a dark shirt and slacks and a gold 
lame jacket that shimmered in the lights. 
When he leaned toward the microphone, 
the tsunami of noise from the audience 
reached a shrieking crescendo. Frances 
clutched me and screamed. I watched the 
ambulance crew strap the girl who had 
fainted to a stretcher and carry her down 
the stairs and out of the stadium. She 
hadn’t been able to hear even one song.” 
She was probably not the only one. 
King of 
the hips 
 › August 31, 1957: 
Canadas’ last date 
with the King
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Jonathan Pabico
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Halsey blew fans away with her hit album Manic last year. On August 27 
she returned with her fourth album, If I 
Can’t Have Love, I Want Power. Despite 
the album falling short of her previous 
work, she still delivers riveting music with 
her curious metaphors and emotionally 
gripping themes. 
Halsey’s powerful and frustrated 
vocals convey an edgy melancholy through 
every lyric, pause, and note. Each track 
reflects deep-seated anguish that’s 
countervailed by the album’s brief snippets 
of warmth and gentleness. However, 
Halsey’s solemn moods always enshroud 
her songs.
What’s disarming about the album 
is the minimalist approach to its music 
arrangements. Most tracks feature heavily 
restrained techno beats; and if they do use 
more traditional instruments, they’re tonally 
softer. The moments of eerie silence in her 
songs foreground Halsey’s painful vocals 
that bravely and boldly carry her lyricism.
Because of the minimalist music 
choices, the first half of the album may 
feel musically underwhelming but 
thematically rich upon first listen. It’s 
only during her album’s second half that 
listeners can find songs showing the sharp 
and fierce singing style Halsey’s always 
been known for. If you’re looking for more 
exciting pop rock energy, you may want to 
replay Manic instead.
The sound is unsurprisingly diverse 
in experimenting with genre fusion and 
approaches to tone. “Lilith”, for instance, is 
a soul-pop piece with a cool swing feel to it 
from more easygoing vocals and drum hits. 
The facets of love are also uncovered 
from the emotional torture of reliving 
painful relationships to the more heartfelt 
rewards of parenthood. There’s more 
focus on what it means to be a mother, 
given Halsey’s aim to discuss pregnancy 
and childbirth as a mom herself. 
Halsey’s musical genius really shines 
through the surreal symbolism that evokes 
the social themes explored relentlessly by 
her tracks. The chorus of “Lighthouse”—a 
personal favourite—goes: “There is a 
lighthouse / In the middle of the deep 
end / I’m still stranded on the shoreline 
there / And nobody hears me scream.” 
Balancing unsettling guitar riffs and drums 
with haunting vocals, the lyrics convey 
how alone we can truly feel in the world. 
Through these words, Halsey relays the 
sorrow that comes with being ignored or 
overlooked.
Mental health is another major subject 
the album unravels. The song “Whispers” 
uses the lyrics “Camouflage so I can feed 
the lie that I’m composed / I’ve got a 
monster inside me that eats personality 
types.” These words hit hard to tell listeners 
about how easy it is to hide our problems 
from loved ones. 
“Whispers” also emphasizes the need 
to talk to people we trust about what 
troubles us; otherwise we endure more 
harm by keeping our issues to ourselves. 
This message is elevated by heart-
wrenching piano melodies mixed with 
suppressed bursts of electronic notes.
If I Can’t Have Love, I Want Power 
proves Halsey’s goal to be fully aware of 
the social complexities that come with 
relationships, mental health, parenthood, 
and everything else in between. I 
recommend you listen to it at least once, 
especially if you are a Halsey fan. Even if 
her past albums have more memorable 
takeaways, if Halsey’s gloomy artistry 
is what delights you, then what are you 
waiting for?
New Halsey album is heavily 
bleak yet beautifully poignant
 › The pop rock star offers similar and different 
vibes that compliment her repertoire
The first half of the album may feel musically 
underwhelming but thematically rich upon first 
listen. It’s only during her album’s second half that 
listeners can find songs showing the sharp and fierce 
































“The more I study birds, the more I think about the knowledge that birds carry in 
their bodies when they migrate along paths 
which their ancestors traveled.” Anjalica 
Solomon, a co-creator and lead actor in Wings 
Over Water, tells the Other Press during a Zoom 
chat. A bird’s migratory patterns imitate those 
of their ancestors, and while this is a cycle that 
is in no need of breaking, Three Flying Birds 
Collective’s novel play explores other cycles in 
life that could benefit from being broken.
Wings Over Water was created by: Anjalica 
Solomon (they/she/he), Shane [Chantal] 
Dobles Gerring (they/she), and Sarvin Esmaeili 
(she/they) who together comprise the Three 
Flying Birds Collective. “We’re all friends, we 
got together and created this play during 
the pandemic,” Solomon intimates. "The 
three of us have really unique sensibilities. 
We’re bringing together Sarvin’s directorial 
and narrative sensibilities, my musical and 
poetic sensibilities and Chantal’s acting and 
choreography sensibilities and melding all of 
them together. The viewers should be prepared 
to witness a marriage of all of these offerings 
and talents that we have. Anyone that comes 
to the show will feel the love that we have for 
each other and our love for telling stories.” 
“[The protagonist] Baby Bird is very much 
taken from my own experience, interacting 
with the world in a curious way—almost like 
a child-like way. We chose birds because me 
and Anjalica spend a lot of time in the forest,” 
Gerring, the second co-creator and actor in 
Wings Over Water explains while seated in 
the forest. “We really took an interest in the 
way that birds are, so we got some bird books. 
Baby Bird came a lot from thinking about 
our ancestral history. I wrote a poem about 
belonging and reaching out to ancestors, feeling 
disconnected and [diasporic]. The character 
Baby Bird, and their mission, came out of this 
need for belonging—it very much came from 
my very own experience of diaspora.”
Solomon continues, explaining how her 
fascination with birds and their ancestry 
prompted her exploration of belonging: “This 
ties back to the search for home, migration 
and travel; Baby Bird’s character is always 
traveling through these portals.” During these 
travels, Baby Bird comes into contact with 
seven different characters: Grandmother Bird, 
Patriarchy Bird, Anarchy Bird, Blood Bird, Party 
Bird and Dream Bird. Solomon illuminates how 
these different characters could be interpreted 
both as different versions of Baby Bird’s self, 
but also as different people which we interact 
with on our life’s journey.
Esmaeili, director, dramaturge and 
the third co-creator of Wings Over Water 
elaborates on the thought-provoking nature 
of the play: “Our main theme is home and 
landing. ‘What is home? What is motherland? 
Who can define home?’ Baby bird keeps 
flying and going to all these places, I think the 
audience expects to find ‘the place’ of landing. 
But we want to challenge the audience and 
ask, ‘Is home one place? Or can it be more 
than one place?’”
Gerring continues: “The play ends [in] 
a raw way—in a way where there isn’t 
a hierarchy between the audience and 
performers. The lights kind of come up, and 
Something we say all the time when we’re going into rehearsal, is that we treat 
the play like a ritual, and in our ritual, we are exploring questions of where we 
belong and how we accept ourselves for who we are and where we are.
– Anjalica Solomon
Fringe Fest’s Wings Over Water proposes 
a world where cycles can be broken 
and belonging can be achieved
 › The Other Press explores home and landing with play creators Three Flying Birds Collective
it's very much about seeing the audience, and 
letting the audience see me. The end of the 
play kind of points towards the idea of landing 
somewhere. The audience is going through 
this journey with Baby Bird, interacting with 
these figures of authority and these figures 
of assurance and these figures of rage and 
craziness and being in this place of ‘Well, how 
do I find myself in relation to other people?’ It’s 
that commonality of belonging; it’s something 
that connects to people, connects to anyone 
who finds themself wondering who they are, 
given what’s going on, given that we’re living 
on colonial land.”
The emotional journey and the thoughts 
that will accompany the audience are clear, 
but what about the visual experience? “[Early 
on] we have some shadow puppetry.” Esmaeili 
begins by saying: “Before Baby Bird meets the 
actual Bird, the audience and Baby Bird meet 
the shadow. All you can see is a shadow first—
Baby Bird really wants to be that bird, but as 
soon as that bird enters the stage, there is no 
mask, you can see the whole bird, you can see 
all of their emotions, and their identity, and all 
their insecurities. This is something interesting; 
it is something that I really want the audience 
to see: ‘Who are these birds? Who are their 
true selves? Is their true self what we see in the 
shadow? Or is it when they come on-stage?’”
Importantly, the collective aims for 
viewers to go home changed: “I think when 
viewers leave our play [they] will carry along 
this embodied and thought-provoking piece 
[,] questioning their connection to their 
ancestry and moving towards this place of 
self-acceptance.” Solomon adds: “Something 
we say all the time when we’re going into 
rehearsal, is that we treat the play like a ritual, 
and in our ritual, we are exploring questions 
of where we belong and how we accept 
ourselves for who we are and where we are. I 
think viewers will leave feeling stimulated by 
all sorts of light, shadow, dance, music, that 
we produced ourselves, and walk away telling 
their friends that they saw a really awesome, 
creative and inventive show.”
Yet, after completing the process of creating 
this play—the music, the choreography, the 
poetry, the puppetry—having treated the 
rehearsals like a ritual, the question becomes 
does the collective feel closer to answering 
‘Where is home?’ Likewise, are they closer 
to a sense of self-acceptance and belonging? 
“Absolutely,” Esmaeili answers, “I rarely 
recognize these internalized voices that come 
from my family.” The collective continues by 
describing how the different characters in the 
play are directly relatable to their own familial 
experiences. “The play helped me recognize 
that we can love all these birds, but at the same 
time, we don’t have to become them; we don’t 
have to do what they ask us to do. How can we 
separate their voices from our voices? I think 
that the play really helped me to grow and be 
like ‘Hey, these Birds—or these people can still 
love me, but I’m just gonna follow my path and 
break the cycle.’”
“The play really deals with themes of 
breaking cycles,” Solomon elaborates. “So, 
in performing the play, and in creating the 
play, [we were] thinking about ancestral 
cycles that we’re breaking. I feel the growth 
in acknowledging that and imagining a world 
in which Baby Bird can break cycles.” Esmaeili 
finishes by describing how the theme of 
breaking cycles extended through the realms 
of the play and into their process of creating 
Wings over Water. “Working with these two 
really helped me innovate theatre, [since] I've 
been used to traditional theatre for so long. 
But because we were so connected, it felt 
very fun and very fluid and smooth; we were 
improving in the beginning, we were really 
helping each other and offering feedback and 
there was no power dynamic happening—
which is something that theatre needs to have. 
We should all be on the same level, and share 
and receive, our team really has that.”
Wings Over Water premiers on September 
10 and runs through September 19 via 
Vancouver Fringe Fest. To accompany Baby Bird 
and experience an otherworldly collision of 
visual pleasures, original music, and evocative 
poetry, tickets are available online at the 
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• Shedding light on Vancouver’s smaller 
brands





Though Vancouver may be best known for its outdoor beauty and expensive real estate, the province is no slouch when it comes to fashion. In many ways, it is the very outdoors that BC is best known for that help drive the provinces fashion creations. A recent example of this is the collaboration between 
Vancouvers’ own Tentree and National Geographic. 
There are of course the big names: Lululemon birthed the yoga pant and arguably activewear trend, thusly opening the door to a million and one 
imitators. SAXX took the high-end menswear world by storm by revolutionizing boxers, while Arc’teryx helped make the Gore-Tex hiking jacket a 
HYPEBEAST mainstay. Aritzia is the local fast fashion powerhouse, while Reigning Champ is Canadas’ best answer to Supreme. But Vancouver is home to 
more than just those big and internationally famous brands. 
The look in our city


















Let’s say you wanted to let everyone know 
you’re a Vancouver stoner without telling 
anyone you’re a Vancouver stoner, what would 
you wear? Chances are whatever it would 
be is exactly what Studio A-OK sells. Billing 
themselves as a: “Cannabis accessories brand 
and creative studio… operated out of a city 
known around the world for its weed culture,” 
the vibes are self evident when you wear a 
branded hat or “I saw bigfoot” tee. Plus, their 
multipurpose home décor will surely keep the 
good times rolling. 
Dayton Boots
Founded in 1946, Dayton Boots is 
amongst Canadas longest running 
(pun intended) apparel houses. 
With its 75-year history, this boot co 
has earned the right to sell t-shirts 
say: “We helped your granddad get 
laid. So basically, you’re our fault.” 
Though their prices are no joke, 
their proven pedigree isn’t either. Native Shoes
At a much more student friendly budget there is Native Shoes. With a keen focus 
on light weight and waterproof shoes, this Vancouver shoe co is a must have for 
the long rainy season. If the brands funky colors and designs don’t impress, their 
dedication to recyclability will. The brand has aimed to make sure that 100% of their 
shoes can have a second life after wear by 2023. To do this, they have made all their 
shoe’s recyclable and partnered with Canada Post to allow free returns to facilitate 
the reuse of their products. From hiking and urban wear to playground material and 
insulation, Native Shoes are built for long lasting fun and enjoyment.
Okakie
After founding her first 
brand in WORKHALL, 
Vancouver based Nicole 
Campre collaborated with 
her husband in 2017 to 
form Okakie (pronounced 
Húgákiyé), a Dene word that 
means ‘to paddle’. Paying 
homage to the First Nations 
peoples and named after 
her grandmother, Okakie 
specializes in women’s 
wear for all occasions; with 
everything from bodysuits to 
knitted cardigans, Okakie is 
sure to have something for all 
seasons and styles.
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For a long time now, I have always wanted to go to an escape room. The idea of testing my mental 
might in a pressure filled situation has always 
appealed to me. However, I have been deterred 
from this due to not being able to really see anyone 
during the pandemic and my busy work schedule. 
However, last week I finally got to experience an 
escape room with my co-worker, Nhl “Jenny” Vo, 
Production Assistant of The Other Press. 
We journeyed to an escape room in South 
Surrey called Exit where we tested our brains 
in the Antiques Museum. In this museum, our 
security guard friend Harvey has gone missing, 
and we were tasked with finding him. I think both 
of us knew we might be in trouble early, as it took 
us what felt like 10 of our 45-minute run time to 
figure out the first clue. 
We had to solve a four-digit lock based on over 
a dozen swords on a wall. We had to pick the most 
“noble” sword, which turned out to be the ninja 
sword. Noble was not the first word that came to 
mind when thinking of a ninja sword but whatever. 
We then had to solve a hieroglyphics clue which 
stumped us. We had to ask for help, which was the 
right decision, as we never would have been able to 
figure out the math to get the next lock combo.
We then entered the second room, where we 
had to find items for some undead companions. We 
solved the first clue without issue but had trouble 
with the rest. With less than three minutes to go, 
and stuck on the second of three rooms, we realized 
that we were not going to win and asked for help. 
We were pointed to a necklace on the floor of the 
room that was used to get a number sequence 
that we had to read inverted. The inverted word 
was ‘Lose’. Aptly named. The third clue involved 
assembling severed arms and hands to form a four 
number code. We both agreed that there was no 
way we would have figured that out without help.
We were just short of entering the third room 
before the timer ran out. Despite the time running 
out, we were allowed to continue in the game. 
After stumbling around a bit, we accepted our loss 
and asked for the front desk personnel to guide us 
through the rest of the room; it involved taking a 
flashlight from the mouth of our friend Harvey’s 
severed head. We then had to find numbers only 
visible under ultraviolet light in all the previous 
rooms to unlock the final door and leave.
While the escape room was fun, I did have 
some problems with it. For one, my electric lantern, 
our only way to see in the dark of the rooms, did not 
work very well, as it flickered and died many times, 
leaving me to have to shake it constantly to be able 
to see. At first, I thought it was how the lantern 
worked, but when Jenny’s wasn’t doing the same 
thing, I realized that it was broken. The technician 
came in to fix it, but it kept malfunctioning. This 
cost us, as I could not find the necklace on the 
ground in the second room due to my bad lantern. 
There was also a problem with the severed 
head in the third room. The head had a flashlight 
in its mouth that you were supposed to take to look 
for the numbers, but there was no clue leading to 
that in the box. The only writing in the box was a 
message saying that if we damaged the head prop, 
we would be fined $1000. That made us not want to 
touch the head, and therefore we could not solve 
the ending puzzle.
There was also a problem with the locks. Many 
of them were worn out and were hard for me to 
operate with my big fingers. Thank goodness I had 
Jenny there with me, whose smaller fingers were 
able to work the locks. 
While the escape room was fun, it could use 
some better signage, instructions, and locks. Still, 
it was fun, and I would try it again, but maybe with 
a different company. I’m just glad that this was not 
like the movie Escape Room or else I would have 
been dead for sure!
Escape Room Review
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• Vaccine passports won’t do much as the 
only way left is force





It has recently been announced that UBC, SFU and a few other BC universities 
will be requiring full vaccination for 
campus activities. Given the way that 
this pandemic has dragged on, at first 
glance this seems quite understandable, 
many professors could be in a vulnerable 
age group and there is likely to be many 
students with comorbidities; therefore, 
its in the best interest of the school to 
ensure a safe environment for all. Even 
though I certainly understand the logic 
that underlies the idea, I disagree with it 
in principle. More accurately, I have mixed 
feelings about how much we should feel 
comfortable with ostracizing people for 
their medical decisions. 
With a hair over 69% of BC residents 
being fully vaccinated and just over 76% 
with their first dose, its clear that just 
about everyone who has wanted to get one 
has gotten one. When adjusted to exclude 
those under the age of 12, 78% of eligible 
BC residents are fully vaccinated and 86% 
have had at least their first shot. Therefore, 
the only people who don’t have shots 
are those either too young to be eligible 
or the few who just don’t want it. Since 
universities do not cater to those under 
12, its safe to assume that most students 
and faculty are vaccinated. So, we should 
ask, is it possible to force the remaining 
few who are clearly unwilling? As the 
surge in the hugely controversial usage of 
Ivermectin and the protests in front of BC 
hospitals shows, some people would rather 
do anything but take the vaccine, so whats 
the point of clamping down on them even 
further through mandates?
And if the goal is to create an 
ultimatum (comply with the vaccination 
drive or be excluded from normal life), 
we run the risk of further antagonizing 
the people who feel looked down on by 
the public health push. At this point, half 
of the battle may just be that people hate 
feeling like they don’t have a choice. As 
the vaccination numbers I quoted earlier 
should show, most people have made 
the choice they wanted to make either 
way; it might just be time for us to accept 
the fact that 100% eligible vaccination is 
impossible short of force. As the oft quoted 
philosopher Voltaire once said: “Don’t let 
perfect be the enemy of good.” 78% fully 
vaccinated is quite good, 
it might just be time for 
us to send our vaccines 
to the large swaths of 
the world that want 
and need them but 
are severely limited by 
access. That would be 
another step towards 
good and would help 




should be a hotbed 
of viewpoints and a crucible of debate. 
Since most people are vaccinated and 
the chance of hospitalization due to a 
breakthrough case is astronomically low, 
let the unvaccinated defend their position 
and argue their point. Some argue that 
the unvaccinated are in such a position 
due to ‘misinformation;’ if that’s true, the 
last thing we should do is cut them out of 
educational institutions. If nothing else, 
they will be better convinced through 
in person persuasion and debate than 
government mandate. This may even help 
educate others for how to deal with any 
similar situation in the future. We should 
try to wring every last positive out of this 
situation that we can, and education might 
be the last drop.  
Despite the best educational efforts, 
public service announcements, and ease of 
access, people will exercise the freedoms 
to make disagreeable decisions whether 
we like it or not. The unfortunate cost of 
societal freedom is that someone will do 
something that others dislike. At this point 
we may as well acknowledge that anyone 
in your vicinity who doesn’t have a vaccine 
wants to be unvaccinated, why are we still 
trying to force them?
We should accept the number we have 
because it probably won’t get better


















Almost two years after the previous Federal Election where Justin Trudeau 
and the Liberal Party won a minority 
government, a lot has changed for the 
future of this country and the rest of the 
world. The Coronavirus Pandemic which 
began a few months after that election is 
still happening but hopefully will end next 
year so the recovery process can begin. 
Furthermore, the collapse of the Afghani 
government was like history repeating 
itself and the government’s evacuation 
of Canadian allies could influence the 
outcome of the Federal Election this year.
While we could have waited until the 
pandemic ended, the federal party leaders 
are going around the country to campaign. 
Despite not having major rallies, the 
election ads are starting to be seen in full 
force on TV in an attempt to convince you to 
vote for their respective parties. Here is my 
analysis of the ads so far as if they were films.
Trudeau’s vision for Canada might 
have to be revised given recent events; 
though the fundamental principles of 
the country are still the same as those 
summarized in the first ad the Liberals 
released. Epic shots of the country’s 
scenery, cities, and archival footage are 
mixed with images of the Prime Minister. 
Trudeau is seen talking and working with 
a variety of people to make the point that 
when major events happen, everyone 
should speak openly, think big ideas, and 
leave no one behind despite differing 
opinions. The new slogan: “Forward. For 
Everyone.” only loosely changes the slogan 
from the previous election.
In what might be the first time 
that I’ve seen a candidate in an attack 
ad, Trudeau appears to talk about the 
Conservative Party’s plan to not pursue a 
vaccine mandate. The footage that they 
show in it compliments what Trudeau 
believes about mandatory vaccinations and 
encourages you to think about the values of 
getting the shot.
The leader of the Conservative Party, 
Erin O’Toole, has a similar vision except he 
wants to get straight to work and secure the 
future. They also released an epic election 
ad that could be shown in movie theatres. 
I do respect that he is a hard-working man 
who was in the air force for 12 years, also, 
he looks like an optimistic person in the 
commercial where we see him running; 
still, I don’t think he is the friendliest leader 
out of all the party leaders much like his 
predecessors in the Conservative party.
Unlike Trudeau, the NDP under 
Jagmeet Singh claim they want to act on 
issues immediately, making things better 
instead of saying things and breaking 
promises. In one ad with handheld 
camerawork, the NDP leader explains that 
the relief programs that Trudeau offered 
during the pandemic were influenced by 
his policies. In another election ad, Singh 
talks about his mother’s teachings while 
everyday families go about their days and 
Singh speaks to various Canadians he 
has met. The graphics they showed in it 
contrast both parties’ ideas and is a great 
argument for why Singh should be Prime 
Minister. 
The ads in Québec present the same 
ideas but in a way that you expect in 
commercials from that province. So far, the 
Green Party has not released election ads 
yet and will release them soon.
With less than two weeks left in the 
Federal Election this year, more unexpected 
events could change the outcome of it again.
Election Ads Analysis 
2021: The Midway Point
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Terry and Bill had been engaged in an epic battle since 7 pm August 12, 2003. On that faithful evening, both 
men had pulled into the parking lot of the local hospital, 
pregnant wives in tow only to find one available parking 
spot. The two men had sized each other up when they 
first entered the lot. Terry in his blue Ford and Bill in his 
black Chevy.  As the two men drove in circles looking 
for a spot and waiting for a car to leave, each knew there 
could only be one couple stepping into the hospital to 
deliver their first baby. Here was where their epic Dad 
rivalry was born. 
Terry struck the first blood when a green Civic 
pulled out and he deftly maneuvered his blue F150 into 
the waiting spot. Bill and his chevy and to circle twice 
more before a grey Focus vacated its spot. But the score 
was soon settled when Bill took the last Ikea crib just as 
Terry came down the aisle. 
Each man knew the coveted “#1 Dad” coffee mug 
was on the line. Grilling rights and leaf blower privileges 
were at stake, while their sons grew older. Neither man 
could bare the thought of an out of place or too long 
blade of grass; every Sunday was a competitive effort to 
make the best chilly and twice baked potato platter for 
the Sunday football game. No TV was big enough for 
the man cave, no light set was too bright for the annual 
Christmas competition, no ghoul was too scary for the 
Halloween season. 
Soon the middle class, suburban rivalry began to 
spiral out of control; each man gained an inch on his 
beer belly trying to outsize the other. Their two sons, 
born on the same day were forced to join all of the sports 
teams even though both were as unskilled as the other; 
somehow, this served to embarrass each father as the 
wrongly assumed the others son to be a titan captaining 
each team and bullying their own son. 
When the two men met, hearty laughs and back 
slapping followed horrible and cheesy jokes were 
exchanged. Soon a circle would form around them and 
their Home Depot antics like a rap battle in some New 
York movie:
“Why did the farmer go to the studio?”
“I don’t know Terry, why?”
“To sell his beets.”
Not to be outdone, Bill responded with: “Whats 
Poseidons favorite laundry detergent?”
“… I dunno.”
“Tide.”
Their wives hid their faces and their sons nearly 
died from embarrassment as the two men tried to out 
dad each other. 
An epic suburban war
 › When two dads try to out dad each other
• When two dads try to out dad each 
other
• Where to get drunk in the Comox 
Valley
...and that's everything!
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Are you tired of getting intoxicated on the mainland? Why not jump on the ferry and see what the Comox Valley has to offer! Whether you are looking for a warehouse outfitted with Pinterest Wedding typography or are more of a brewery-in-the-strip mall sort of 
person, the Comox Valley is sure to satisfy.
Land and Sea Brewery
• Wit’s up Doc? Belgian Style Wheat Ale: A sneeze-inducing white-pepper prominent wheat ale. Have tissues handy. 
Pairs well with salty seafood dishes.
• Glacier Cream Ale, American Cream Ale: This cream ale’s tan head sits atop a cacophony of burnt bread, chocolate 
milk, and rotten plums. Low carbonation makes this the perfect choice for a nightcap. 
• Black Diamond Lager, Black Lager:  A lager in a dark, malty disguise. Aroma: graphite.
• Comexico Hazy Pale Ale, Kveik Hazy IPA: A tropical escapade for the palate starting from its aroma to its tasting 
notes and appearance. Think papaya flesh, papaya flesh, papaya flesh.
 › Tasting notes for locally made beer and wine
imstillsober.ca
Cumberland Brewing
• Forest Fog, Unfiltered American 
Wheat Ale: A water-like, sulfur 
aroma arouses the senses and 
perfectly matches the wheat ale’s 
water-like, earthy flavour profile; 
an explosion of hydration for the 
senses.
• Just a Little Bitter, English Bitter: 
Vermouth-like character provides 
a refined and full-flavored beer. 
Bitter enough to help digestion, 
but perhaps a little too bitter to 
enjoy an entire pint; inspired from 
the West Coast soil.
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New Tradition Brewing Company
• Cherry Me Home, Black Forest Chocolate Stout: An effervescent mixture of maraschino cherry and hops. Anticipate a 
heavy and lasting sugar profile. 
• Cure for the Common, Kolsch: Lingering bitterness and spice will overpower the palate, with a strength that leaves 
your mouth astringent and tannic-like. Who knew the experience of chewing on grape seeds could be canned?  
• Welsh Wit, Belgian Wheat Beer: A Flemish meets Celtic cascade of straw, earth, and horse-feed, grounded in wheat. 
• Liquid Tuxedo, Dark Lager: A full bodied lager that tastes nothing like a lager; expect a stout. Happy Halloween! 
• Ginger Me Timbers, Kweik Ale: Ginger in colour and ginger in taste. A fragrant and herbaceous escapade for the 
palate. A nostalgic, sensory experience, evocative of Christmas ginger snaps. 
40 Knots Winery
• Sieg: Dry; think orange juice after brushing 
your teeth or chewing on large grape seeds or 
a bad case of cotton mouth.
• Uncloaked Chardonnay: A chardonnay 
without the length. The amount of time which 
this white lingers on the palate is comparable 
to that of water, pairs well with any dish.
• White Seas: A spicy adventure consisting 
of cayenne and dried jalapeño. An event 
for those bored of the bland white wine 
gastronomical experience.
• Pinot Gris: With an aroma of fish that has 
been left out for too long and a flavour profile 
of wilted bouquets and candied apples, 
preserve this bottle for an occasion when you 


















I could feel it creeping up on me. It wasn’t supposed to happen like this at all. Suddenly, my mask felt tight, and my eyes began to bulge. If I had been talking, I 
would have stuttered, had I been walking I would have stumbled, but sitting here on 
the Skytrain, all I could do was shake. 
I didn’t know if it was safe. Suddenly it felt crowded, like half of Vancouver was 
pressing in. 
Would they judge me? They would, wouldn’t they. Afterall THAT’s a terrible 
thing. It’s like announcing to the world that you’re a disease-ridden mongrel fit for 
exclusions and banishment. Worse still, they might think I’m one of those crazies 
who calls everyone else a sheeple. How do tell them I’m really a good guy?
I wasn’t ready to be judged. I wasn’t sure I wanted to feel those eyes and bare that 
scrutiny. I imagined the old arthritic lady beside me jumping up in shock and horror 
before scurrying off at the next stop. A young mother would snatch up her child as all 
of natures hardwired motherly instincts kicked in at once. Some meathead jock or 
other such bozo would puff out his chest and stand between me and some cute girl, 
asserting his dominance and good health.
I’d probably be ashamed too; given my skinny frame, narrow chest and hollow 
cheeks who wouldn’t be? Maybe if I act tough, I’ll feel tough, and this feeling will go 
away. Even if its never worked before, it should work this time, right? 
I felt that feeling creep a little higher in my chest. Prodding my esophagus with 
a touch more gusto, grinning mischievously at my windpipe, leering at the outside 
world from somewhere near my collarbone. It thought it was winning.
In fact, it knew it was winning.
My breath hitched once. It was a fight now. If my face doesn’t betray me and I 
don’t turn red, I’ll consider this a success. Maybe I can stumble off before Metrotown, 
eyes watering and face a strange color with as few eyes to witness my inevitable loss. 
Who would have thought that a cough could bring such trouble? 
I could just picture me, spewing germs like some biological warfare geyser, 
much to the chagrin of my loving family. Mouth agape (luckily covered by the mask), 
eyes watering (I think the cough got bigger while I was trying to hold it down), stupid 
look on my face (luckily obscured by the mask).
I had to make my escape; time was running out and I was about to lose this 
battle. The cough was not satisfied with tickling anymore, it had begun to kick. 
Would make it out the gate in time? Would succeed in ripping the mask of my face 
or would I be stuck with that weird, warm mist coating the inside of my face mask 




The air bites your knees 
like it did a few months back
   and the spiders with stripes on their legs are migrating back indoors
and when you stand in the shade
another season collides with your skin
like it did a few months back
like when we had that secret barbeque 
and the neighbor yelled Happy Birthday from their porch     
their identity hidden behind the towering alder 
and the other accepted a piece of cheesecake that had begun melting in the sun
                                                                                               on a plate which they passed over the fence
        
and virus season is coming again
and we’ve been told who to argue with again
and we’ve been clumped in two
and we look in the direction of their pointing fingers
their pointing fingers 
to look over there 
there, look over there
and we’ve been told who to argue with 
and we're absorbed 
and the air bites my knees and another season collides with my skin
and their fingers are pointing past my cold skin
and I look and we’re arguing,
look over there
and we’re clumped in two
The Horror on the Skytrain

































27. ____ Thurman of "Paycheck"
30. With ice cream (3 wds.)
33. Fathered
35. Bank (on)






48. By this time
50. Snaky shape
51. Frenchman's cap
































31. Behind the times (2 wds.)
32. Hair coloring








48. ____ moment's notice (2 
wds.)





56. Patriot ____ Allen
















DSU IS OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
9:30AM-4:30PM 
NEW WEST & COQUITLAM
VIRTUAL FRONT DESK:
TUESDAYS 1-3PM &
THURSDAYS 10AM-12PM
ON ZOOM
